Journal of Philosophy of Religion Online ISSN: 2423-6233

University of Tehran Press

Home Page: https:/jpht.ut.ac.ir

A Systematic Study of the Interrelations among Cognition, Disposition, and
Action in Allameh Tabataba'i’s Anthropology and Its Comparison with
The Cognitive-Affective Personality System (CAPS)

Mohsen Kehtari

Department of Teaching Islamic knowledge, Faculty of Islamic Knowledge and Thought, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

E-mail: mohsenkehtari@ut.ac.ir

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle History:

Received: 2025 June 15

Revised: 2025 September 08
Accepted: 2025 September 20
Published online: 2025 October 06

Keywords:
Cognition

Emotion

Human Soul
Allameh Tabatabaei
Volition.

This study aims to delineate the systematic relationship among the faculties of
cognition, motivation, and action within the structure of the human soul from the
perspective of Allameh Tabatabaei. Drawing on primary sources, particularly Al-
Mizan and his philosophical works, and employing a systemic model and conceptual
analysis method, the study explores the circular interaction among cognition,
emotion, will, and action within the existential dimensions of human beings. The
findings indicate that, according to Allameh, every voluntary action stems from a
chain of perceptual and emotional processes, ultimately leading to the formation of
enduring dispositions (malakat) in individuals. This exposition opens new horizons
for understanding religious education and the Islamic ethical system and, in addition,
offers practical insights for moral education and the philosophy of education.
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