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ABSTRACT

This study critically examines George Santayana’s conceptualization of religion as a
cultural and symbolic phenomenon, primarily informed by aesthetic and psychological
dimensions, and analyzed through the lens of his‘framework of<poetic realism.” The
research aims to evaluate the adequacy of Santayana’s approach in accounting for the
complexity and diversity of religion’s epistemic, metaphysical, and ethical dimensions.
Using a philosophical-analytical method, theistudy scrutinizes Santayana’s writings and
relevant secondary literature to assess how his reduction of religion to symbols and myths
affects the understanding of its rational, marals and Spiritual functions. The analysis
reveals that while Santayana’s perspective emphasizes the psychological consolation and
aesthetic significance of religious experience, it largely neglects religion’s capacity for
truth-seeking, moral guidance, and spiritual transcendence. By focusing predominantly
on symbolic and aesthetic aspects, his) framework provides a partial and reductive
account of religion, overlooking its'breader role in generating meaning, shaping human
moral orientation, and fostering orofoundyspiritual insight. Consequently, the study
concludes that a more ‘eemprehensive understanding of religion and human existence
requires an integrative approach that incorporates cultural, historical, epistemic, and
ethical ydimensions alongside aesthetic and psychological considerations, thereby
capturing the full richness.and significance of religious life.
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