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Revelation, posited as the pinnacle of divine-human communication, remains a
central theme in Islamic philosophy and mysticism. This analytical-comparative
study contrasts the theories of Mulla Sadra and Ibn Arabi regarding the
mechanism and quality of revelation, noting their distinct epistemological and
ontological underpinnings. Mulla Sadra frames revelation through the lens of
essential movement and the hierarchy of intellects. He posits it as a transitive
process where divine knowledge moves from the Active Intellect to the prophet’s
imaginative faculty, manifesting as sensible forms and language. Conversely, Ibn
Arabi situates revelation within his theory of Manifestation (7ajalli) and the seven
subtle centers of existence. Here, the Muhammadan Truth serves as the primary
conduit for transmitting revelation to prophets. A comparative assessment reveals
shared emphasis on the multi-staged nature of reception, the centrality of
imagination, and the privileged status of the prophetic soul. The fundamental
divergence lies in methodology: Sadra provides a philosophical and rational
account, whereas Ibn Arabi offers a mystical and intuitive exposition. This
juxtaposition yields a more holistic comprehension of revelation within the Islamic
intellectual tradition.
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