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Article type: "

Research Article Mystical experience is an intuitive encounter with sacred realities and divine
manifestations that enables the perceiver to witness existence as a unified whole.

Article history: When safeguarded from satanic and ego-driven illusions, such an experience can
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Revised: 2025 January 21 wuhua (f1t), derived from th trans-sensory experience of the eminent Chinese

philosopher Zhuangzi, represents such an epistemic insight; he transformed this
experience into a philosephical principle for explaining the nature of existence.
Published: Similarly, the notion of the imaginal worlds (‘alam al-khayal) originates from the
mysticalyexperiences of the Muslim thinker Ibn ‘Arabi, who employed it to
articulate the multilayered structure of being. Despite their significant cultural and
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Keywords: historical distance, both thinkers share foundational philosophical affinities—
Imaginal worlds most notably, their reliance on a mode of apprehending existence that transcends
Wuhua sensory perception.

Ibn 34”“{”_ Adopting a/descriptive and topic-centered approach, this study explicates the two
Zhuangzi concepts==wuhua and the imaginal worlds—and focuses on the parallels between

them. Given the complexity of Islamic mysticism, particularly its ontology and
hierarchical cosmology, Zhuangzi’s clarity of expression can enhance the
comprehension of such themes and offer valuable insights for researchers and
scholars of mysticism. Based on library research, the findings indicate substantial
conceptual convergences between these two intellectual traditions.
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