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The “Eliza Effect”—the human tendency to attribute human-like qualities to machines
that lack real consciousness—is one of the foundational phenomena in the history of
artificial intelligence and marks the starting point for theological and philosophical
questions about the nature of humanity in the technological age..Drawing on Joseph
Weizenbaum’s classic works and contemporary theological analyses by'Noreen Herzfeld
and Anne Foerst, this paper explores the theological implicatiens of the'Eliza Effect. The
main objective is to examine how humantinteragtion with conversational machines
reflects a deeper crisis of spirituality and self-understanding in the technological world.
The paper analyzes this phenomenon, through three®\interrelated dimensions:
(1) the human tendency toward anthropomorphizing technology as an expression of the
creative impulse to construct beings in one’s own image;

(2) the blurring of the boundary between human judgment and machine calculation, and
its ethical consequences in reducing moral reasoning to mere functionality; and
(3) the reflection of humanity’s longing for meaning, relationship, and divine presence
in the artificial mirror, as an ungonscious attempt to reconstruct divine presence in the
digital N\ realm.
The findings suggest that the Eliza Effect 'is not merely a psychological or linguistic
illusion but a theologicalymirror of the modern human condition—one in which the
human desire for meaningyrelation, and presence is reflected through technology itself.
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