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1. Philosophers and the Value of Reason

Philosophers define themselves as lovers of wisdom and intellect. They revere reason, regarding it as the
most precious human faculty—the only gem capable of ordering and regulating life in both theory and
practice. Yet possessing reason does not, by itself, make one rational. A rational person is one who
actualizes reason through reflective thought and purposeful action. Rationality, therefore, signifies the
employment of reason in theoretical and practical domains. The distinction between theoretical and
practical reason reflects different functions, not separate faculties within the human being.

2. Rationality in the Modern Age

Modern philosophers and thinkers have given rationality unprecedented prominence, claiming that the
individual and social life of modern humanity are founded upon it. The modern human insists that the
chief institutions of political, economic, and cultural existence arise from reason and collective
intellect. For over four centuries, civilization has pursued this course, which, from several
perspectives, represents progress. In material welfare and comfort, humanity’s present condition
surpasses that of previous centuries or even decades. Describing the achievements of modernity is
easy; explaining the foundations of the rationality that produced them is far more complex.

3. Fundamental Questions on Rationality

While such observations may appear self-evident, deeper reflection gives rise to profound questions:
What is reason? What is rationality? Why should human beings employ reason? What defines a

rational act, and by what criterion do we call something rational? Is the use of reason governed by a

single model, or does it admit multiple forms? On what basis do we distinguish rationalities—secular,

religious, instrumental, empirical, communicative, critical, or revelatory? Are these differences

grounded in their sources, or in their functions?

4. The Nature and Foundations of Revelatory Rationality

Philosophers and theologians have provided diverse answers to these questions, each rooted in
particular presuppositions. Revelatory rationality is no exception. Before outlining its foundations, a
descriptive—if not essential—definition is required.

The compound term revelatory rationality is as difficult to define precisely as rationality itself;
thus, an operational definition proves more illuminating. Revelatory rationality denotes the
employment of reason in theory and practice under the illumination of divine revelation. Reason treads
its intricate path in the light cast by revelation, thereby attaining perfection. Besides its ontological and
epistemological premises, this concept implies that reason, by its own inner logic, recognizes its
dependence on revelation in several domains:
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(a) The Domain of Understanding and Comprehension

Human beings endowed with reason seek in practice to discern good from evil. Reason perceives, for
instance, that justice is good and must be enacted—but what is justice? Commonly defined as “placing
everything in its proper place,” justice presupposes knowledge of what each thing truly is and where it
belongs. Reason realizes its incapacity to know the inner reality and proper position of things and thus
acknowledges its need for revelation.

(b) The Domain of Protest

Were God neither to reveal His word nor to send messengers, humankind would have grounds for
protest: “O Creator, You have made humankind eternal and inquisitive, yearning for connection yet
ignorant of many truths. Why then did You not send guidance?” Religious teachings affirm that the
rational human possesses the right to such protest (iAtijaj) before God.

(c) The Domain of Ijtihad (Independent Reasoning)

Having recognized revelation’s necessity and the mission of divine messengers, reason undertakes
ijtihad—independent exertion in reasoning—uwithin the light provided by revelation. In this mode,
reason achieves its full actualization only through revelatory illumination. Herein lies the essence of
revelatory rationality: reason perfected through revelation, capable of issuing judgments in moral,
political, economic, and juridical spheres.

5. Ontological, Epistemological, and Anthropological Foundations
As a framework for human salvation, revelatory rationality rests upon three principal foundations—
ontological, epistemological, and anthropological.

From an ontological standpoint, the proponent of this view refuses to confine being to matter
alone. Existence comprises both the natural and the metaphysical realms. To reduce being to matter
entails a truncated worldview that in theory produces atheistic philosophy and in practice fosters
secularism—an outlook incompatible with revelatory rationality.

From an anthropological perspective, one who regards death as the ultimate end of life cannot
authentically embrace revelatory rationality’s teaching about human existence or socio-political
responsibility. Revelation states that “man tastes death,” yet in truth it is man who causes death to die,
not death that ends him. This elevated conception of humanity and mortality arises from a distinct
theological anthropology to which unaided reason cannot attain.

Revelatory teachings about being in general and the human being in particular—the summit of
existence—offer insights under whose light reason truly blossoms. Reflecting on existence and
rejecting its confinement to sensory reality, reason infers the presence of an eternal, necessary Creator.
The ordered complexity of existence cannot reasonably be attributed to chance but must be the act of a
divine source. Consequently, reason humbly praises God. Having established that all existence is the
creative act of the Divine, reason affirms God’s engagement with the world through revelation. The
data of revelation serve as guiding lights for reason in both theory and practice, empowering it to
direct the moral and social life of humankind.

A Note: On the State of Scholarly Journals
Having served three years as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Philosophy of Religion, the author
offers a critical reflection upon concluding his tenure.
The current operation of scientific and research journals—at various levels (A, B, and C)—has
little genuine impact on advancing intellectual inquiry. The principal causes include the following:
(@) Scholarly work has become subordinate to bureaucratic regulations that, designed to organize
journals, in reality stifle qualitative research.
(b) These directives have reduced editors to administrative executors—assigning reviewers rather
than guiding intellectual discourse—thus stripping the position of its scholarly significance.
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(c) The peer-review process has deteriorated into repetitive clichés, urgently requiring structural
reform.

(d) Faculty evaluation in Iran relies predominantly on quantitative criteria, transforming journals
into instruments for promotion rather than mediums for true research progress.

Recommendations

1. The Ministry of Science should grant scholarly journals institutional independence, allowing
editorial appointments, board selection, and evaluation to occur autonomously—even when
affiliated with universities.

2. The appointment of editors must follow rigorous academic standards, granting them sufficient
authority and professional autonomy to act on scholarly judgment rather than bureaucratic
procedure.

3. Academic journals should fulfill their proper function—publishing the finest research of scholars
and professors—a goal rarely achieved under current conditions.

Closing Prayer
O Lord, make the end of our affairs one in which You are pleased and we are saved.
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