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Editor’s Note

The growing diversity in philosophical inquiries regarding religion signals a paradigm shift in the
philosophy of religion. While some Western scholars, such as Nicklaas (in The End of the Philosophy
of Religion), have suggested the demise of the field—specifically targeting analytical approaches—
moving beyond the analytical paradigm reveals expansive avenues for philosophical reflection on
religious doctrines.

In this context, Islamic Philosophy of Religion has emerged as a significant revitalizing force
within the Iranian philosophical landscape, fostering dedicated research and discourse. The Journal of
Philosophy of Religion welcomes scholarly contributions that advance this field. As the editor of this
inaugural issue, | am honored to present these articles, which I consider a vanguard for new horizons
in contemporary philosophy of religion.

The first article examines Richard Rorty’s neo-pragmatist perspective on the institution of religion.
It critiques Rorty’s attempt to reconstruct religion through personal experience while disregarding its
metaphysical dimensions. The second article offers a novel resolution to the problem of human free
will in the face of divine omniscience. By applying the theory of relativity, it argues that this perennial
dilemma stems from a flawed understanding of time as an absolute entity; treating time as relative
provides a viable solution.

The third article investigates the impact of Artificial Intelligence (Al) on religious epistemology,
specifically its challenge to “knowledge by presence” (al- ilm al-hudiiri) and faith. The fourth article
explores theodicy through the lens of Al, suggesting that just as Al can act as a mirror reflecting
human desires, it may also serve as a medium for the knowledge of God.

The fifth article critically analyzes the meaning of life from the perspectives of Jean-Paul Sartre
(Continental philosophy) and Thomas Nagel (Analytical philosophy). It identifies a shared flaw: the
ambiguity and lack of objectivity in their respective solutions to nihilism. Finally, the sixth article
addresses the problem of evil by re-examining specific terminology. It suggests that by reconsidering
the distinct meanings of “good” and “evil” within a divine lexicon, new logical and circumstantial
solutions to the problem of evil may be found.

As these articles demonstrate, the philosophy of religion is not merely limited to questioning
religious tenets. It encompasses the interaction between religious components and modern human
achievements—such as scientific advancements, technological developments like Al, the role of
religious institutions in modern societies, and the search for meaning. In my view, these new horizons
must become central priorities in the contemporary philosophical agenda.

Editor
Summer 2026
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