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This article examines the relationshipbetween miracles and the problem
of evil frompthe perspective of Robert Larmer, a contemporary
philosopher of religion. By'providing a rational explanation of miracles,
Larmer seeks to demonstrate, that belief in miracles is not only
compatible with rationalitygbut can _also withstand challenges arising
from the problem of evil.(Critics such as Basinger, Overall, Keller, and
Hume argue that'the existence of evil calls into question the possibility
of miracles, viewingthem as indicative of moral evil on God's part, a
flaw' in divine cre:ﬁion, or,theological evil. In response to these critics
and drawing on Christian'theology, Larmer argues that natural and moral
evils are,compatible; with Christian theology, and that belief in the
occurrence of miracles does not lead to theological or moral evil. This is
because miracles are manifestations of divine will aimed at achieving
the highest)good, namely the spiritual growth of humans, and are
dependent on specific conditions. Furthermore, by proposing criteria for
identifying miracles, he attempts to show that the occurrence of a
miracle does not undermine human understanding of nature or human
moral responsibility. The article concludes that although Larmer's
responses to some criticisms are vulnerable, his overall approach can be
defended using the perspectives of Islamic theologians. His general
approach provides a coherent picture of the relationship between
miracles and evil that is useful for the rational defense of religious faith.
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Introduction \

The problem of evil and the rational explanation of mitacles are among the most
challenging topics in the philosophy of religion. On onéyhand, the widespread
existence of evil in the world calls into question divine attributes such as
omniscience, omnipotence, and perfect benevolence. On the other hand, the
occurrence of miracles—as direct integyventions by God in nature—appears
essential for religious purposes. This tension‘raises fundamental questions: Does
the existence of evil negate the possibility<of miracles? Is divine intervention
through miracles incompatible with the justifications offered for the existence of
evil, such as the preservation of: natural ordemand human free will?

This article focuses on the viewsiof Robert Larmer, a contemporary philosopher
of religion, to examine this tension. Larmer defines a miracle as “an unusual
event of religtous significance that entails the direct intervention of a supernatural
agent,” and secks tordemonstrate‘that belief in miracles is not only rational but
can be defended against the challenge of evil. Critics such as Basinger, Overall,
Keller, and HumRargue from various perspectives that the occurrence of miracles
may itself be a'source or intensifier of certain kinds of evil. The aim of this study
is to systematically analyze these criticisms and evaluate Larmer’s responses to
them.

Method

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. To achieve its objectives, the
methodology was pursued as follows. In the initial phase, Robert Larmer’s views
were primarily extracted from his two major works—Water into Wine and the



legitimacy of Miracle—as well as from his articles engaging with critics.
Subsequently, the perspectives of his main critics, including Basinger, Overall,
Keller, and the classical position of Hume, were compiled.

To ensure clarity and systematic analysis, the criticisms were categorized into
four analytical domains, even though these specific labels are not explicitly found
in Larmer’s writings. These domains include: Theological Evil, Moral Evil,
Epistemic Evil, Ontological Evil

At this stage, the arguments of each critic were presented individually, followed
by Larmer’s detailed responses to each. Finally, the strengths and weaknesses of
these responses were assessed, and the possibility of reinforcing them through
alternative perspectives—such as Islamic theology—+was‘explored.

Results

The examination of criticisms and Larmer’s teSponses led to the following key
findings: In response to theological eyil—as artictulated by Hume, who argues
that the claim of miraclesyacross various religions undermines the credibility of
all such traditions—Larmeét invokes the'theory of divine disclosure. He maintains
that while other religions may contain partial truths, full and complete revelation
is realized solely in Christianity through Jesus.

Regarding moral evil—raised by Overall and Keller, who contend that miracles
imply divine favoritism—Larmet argues that miracles are neither arbitrary nor
capricious. Rather, they are contingent upon specific conditions and serve the
realization of'a “greater good,” namely spiritual growth. Thus, the expectation of
more frequent/miracles is unwarranted.

In response to epistemic evil—the claim that belief in miracles undermines
human motivation to discover natural laws—Larmer proposes criteria for
identifying genuine miracles. According to him, an event qualifies as a miracle
only when, after thorough scientific investigation, it remains inexplicable.
Therefore, belief in miracles does not weaken scientific inquiry.



Concerning ontological evil—as proposed by Spinoza and others, who argue that
miracles imply a flaw in God’s original creation—Larmer contends that miracles
are not defects but rather integral elements of the divine plan guiding the world
toward its ultimate purpose. They do not abolish the natural order but operate
within its framework.

The overall assessment suggests that Larmer’s responses to ontelogical and
epistemic evil are relatively robust. However, hisweply to theelogical evil may
suffer from circular reasoning and may not be persuasive to n%n-Christians.
Likewise, his response to moral evil does not fully resolve theminderlying tension.

Conclusion >

This study demonstrates that Robett: Larmer, by presenting a coherent rational
framework, takes a significant step in defending'the compatibility between belief
in miracles and the existence of evil. He sucessfully shows that many of the
criticisms—yparticularly those concerning ontological and epistemic evil—can be
addressed through concepts such as the “greater good,” “criteria for identifying
miracles,” and “free will.™ Theycore o?his defense rests on the principle that
miracles are purposeful interventions aimed at realizing the highest divine goals,
namely the spiritual growth ofthuman beings.

Nevertheless, his responses, to the challenge of religious pluralism (theological
evil) encounter moreyserioustebstacles and appear to rely heavily on the faith-
based presuppositiofis of Christian theology. The article suggests that integrating
Larmer’s appreach with insights from Islamic theology may offer a more robust
response to, the criticisms of divine favoritism and theological evil. Ultimately,
while some of Larmer’s responses remain vulnerable, his overall approach
contributes a valuable and intellectually coherent account of miracles, proving
beneficial for the rational defense of religious faith within the philosophy of
religion.
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