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The Proof of the Truthful (Burhan al-Siddiqin) remains a focal dispute between
Avicennian and Sadraean interpretations. Defenders align Avicenna’s proof
with the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujid) and ontological poverty (imkan-
i faqrt), while critics cite historical evidence of his non-adherence to these
principles. Moving beyond this controversy through a descriptive-analytical
method, this research shows that the proof’s validity does not depend on
Sadraean commitments. The paper demonstrates that Avicenna’s highest level
of proof rests on the “principle of reality”—a reality even a sophist must
accept—established through the self-evidence of the concepts of existence and
necessity (Metaphysics of al-Shifa’) and the restriction of “eternal necessity”
(dariirat-i azali) to God alone. Proving the Necessary Being is thus not a
deduction from ontological poverty but a “reminder” of necessity’s essential
referent. The proof comprises multiple degrees, resolving, at its highest level,
the dichotomy between quidditative contingency and ontological poverty by
proving God through reality itself.
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