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The question of divine personhood is one of the central issues in contemporary
philosophy of religion and is closely related to the possibility of attributing
psychological and affective properties to God. In this context, Avicenna’s
theological-metaphysical system, with its emphasis on divine simplicity, the
necessity of existence, and the denial of any change or passivity in the essence of
the Necessary Existent, provides a particularly significant framework for
analyzing this issue. This study focuses on the concept of *psychic passions*
within the framework of Avicenna’s philosophical psychology and, by
distinguishing between action and passion, examines the possibility or
impossibility of attributing affective states to God within his philosophical system.
To this end, the paper first explicates the meaning of psychic passion and the
factors influencing the human soul; it then analyzes the criteria of divine
personhood in contemporary philosophy of religion and compares them with
Avicenna’s metaphysical principles. The findings indicate that although Avicenna
attributes certain notions—such as love, satisfaction, and pleasure—to God, he
strips them of their passional and anthropomorphic meanings and reinterprets them
within a metaphysical framework. Consequently, within the Avicennian system,
the attribution of psychological predicates does not entail anthropomorphic
personhood; rather, it signifies a form of metaphysical individuation that remains
compatible with the simplicity and immutability of the Necessary Existent.
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