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The Correlation between Theism and Anthropology

Editorial

This issue of the Journal of Philosophy of Religion addresses two central themes: Theism and Anthropology.
Three—or arguably four—articles directly or indirectly engage with the former, while two papers are similarly
concerned with the latter. It is a historical axiom that in both religious and secular traditions, these two
domains—Theism and Anthropology—are deeply intertwined; the strengths and weaknesses of cognition in one
inevitably permeate the other. It is our hope that the research presented here, focused on these twin subjects, will
contribute to refining our insight into this relationship, shedding light on the map of intellectual discourse and
guiding the reader’s path of inquiry. Doubtless, the discerning reader will seek and find these connections
themselves. Here, we outline the contributions of this issue.

The demonstration of God’s existence and the analysis of Divine Essence and Attributes remain among the most
prolific topics in contemporary philosophy of religion. Similarly, in Islamic philosophy, this discussion holds primary
significance, with Muslim philosophers having developed unique proofs for God’s existence and intricate theories
regarding His essence and attributes. While studying God’s attributes in light of His transcendence (ta ‘ali)—distinct
from all other beings—they engage in profound discourse on Divine Will, Life, and other attributes. By distinguishing
between the stations of Akadiyyah (Oneness) and Wahidiyyah (Singularity) within the Essence, and employing various
classifications—such as essential (kaqigi), relational (idafi), affirmative (ithbati), and negative (salbi) attributes—as
well as the unity of Essence and Attributes, they provide a multifaceted framework for theism. The first two articles of
this issue revisit these critical topics through the lens of Muslim philosophers, while the third is dedicated to the
Burhan al-Siddigin (The Proof of the Truthful).

The first article examines the concept of “divine personhood” from Avicenna’s perspective. By
distinguishing between human and metaphysical categories of personhood, the article offers a nuanced synthesis
of Avicenna’s view. Indeed, the concept of “personhood,” originating in analytical philosophy, remains
ambiguous. The distinction proposed in this article is a commendable effort to resolve this ambiguity,
highlighting the need for further exploration within the rich monotheistic tradition of Islamic philosophy. The
second article addresses the challenge of reconciling Divine Attributes, specifically creativity, eternity, and
simplicity. It evaluates objections within contemporary analytical philosophy of religion, providing rigorous
responses based on the tradition of Islamic philosophy, while emphasizing the divergence between the goals and
outcomes of these two approaches. The third article presents a fresh, independent reading of Avicenna’s Burhan
al-Siddiqin, focusing on its completeness. This reading posits that the Avicennian proof rests solely on the
principle of reality, independent of the auxiliary principles found in Sadra’ian or other later interpretations.

The fourth article, concerning the problem of miracles and the problem of evil, indirectly relates to Divine
Attributes, particularly Divine Agency. It examines this relationship by considering the implications and
challenges from the perspective of a philosopher of religion, addressing arguments within the framework of
Christian theology.

The fifth article explores the definition and cognition of the person through the criterion of personal identity,
not from the origins of analytical philosophy, but through the lens of Islamic theology regarding resurrection
(ma‘ad). By adopting a philosophical approach to the “essential parts” of the human body, the author seeks to
uncover the logical implications of this theological theory. The revival of the theory of “essential parts” in light
of contemporary genetics is a significant discussion, intersecting with the philosophy of religion’s focus on
immortality and offering a promising avenue for future research.

Finally, the sixth article defines the human being in relation to his superiority over other creatures, particularly
regarding the implications of technology. It further explores human transcendence—as distinct from the transcendence
of human conditions—within the religious interpretation of the human being, examining the concept of the
“theomorphic living being” (hayy-i muta allih) from the perspective of a contemporary philosopher.

Seyed Mohammad Ali Dibaji
Editor-in-Chief
Autumn 2026
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