A Critical Examination of Roger Trigg's View on the Place of Metaphysics
in the Compatibility of Science and Religion

Mohsen Ansari ! 2/, Hasan Ghanbari?*?

1. Branch of philosophy of religion, College of Farabi, University of Tehran, Qom, Iran. Email: mohsenansari@ut.ac.ir

2. Corresponding author, College of Farabi,University of Tehran, Qom, Iran. Email: haghanbari@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:
Received: 2026 January 8

Revised: 2026 August 30
Accepted: 026 September 22
Published online:

Keywords:

Trigg,

Metaphysical realism,
Rationality of religious belief,
Scientific rationality,

Explaining the relationship between the rationality of religious belief
and modern science is one of the central challenges for contemporary
philosophers of religion and theologians. Many common objections to
the rationality of religious belief rest on“the assumptionithat the only
legitimate form of knowledge is that“which canmbe attained within the
framework of empirical scientificy, methods.This ar@le, through a
critical examination of the views of, they Christian" philosopher and
theologian Roger Trigg, argues that such objectiqns are not, contrary
to what is often claimed, the logical, outcome of a scientific approach
to the world, but rather depend w adopting  controversial
metaphysical add-ons concerning ‘meaning, rationality, and reality.
Trigg maintainsy,that both science “and religion are grounded in
metaphysical assumptions abeut reality, truth, and rationality, and
that without accepting,, a reality independent of linguistic and
conceptual frameworks, now,justified rational judgement about either
science or religion is _possible.Furthermore, Trigg regards approaches
such as fideism and, contextual rationality as arising from a mistaken
understanding of the hnature of religion and holds that such views
ultimately undermine the universal rationality of religious beliefs.
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