An Analytical of Essence as Evil from Mulla Sadra Perspective and its

Consequences in Moral Evil

Ali Nikookar1* Ahmad Fazeli2

1. Corresponding Author: Department of Philosophy of Ethics, University of Qom, Qom, Iran. Email:
dr.alinikookar@gmail.com
2. Department of Philosophy of Ethics, University of Qom, Qom, Iran. Email: ahmad.fazeli@qom.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received: 2025 November 11

Revised: 2026 May 9
Accepted: 2026 October 9
Published online:

Keywords:

Mulla Sadra,
moral evil,
metaphysical evil,

Free will

Mulla Sadra considers every being exeept the absolute essence of God
to have two aspects: existence and essence.yGod attributes existence and
goodness to essences, but he attributes evil to essence,£Evil can be considered
a formation related to the creation and existence of*man or a legislation
resulting from choices and abuse of free willisIn Mulla Sadra system of
thought, the originality of existence proves themion-existence of evil; and from
the perspective of the personal unity of existence, the world is nothing but the
single, simple essence and the obligatory good; therefore, evil is an abstract
phenomenon. In legislative eviliGod gives existence to possibilities, not
essence or capacity; just as‘man determines the essence of an act with his free
will, but its existence and effecfiare from God. Man first determines the
essence of the act in himselfthen manifests it. Realization of all levels of
infinite good requiresicomplete limitations‘and infinite evil, because evil is
necessary for the realization of all levels of existence and good. God's
intervention preventssthe complete realization of the levels of good and free
will; therefore;, only byyproviding all levels of evil do the levels of good,
responsibility, and the distinction between good and evil make sense.
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