A Reexamination and Critique of the Evidential Problem of Evil
from Elliott Sober’ Perspective

Mohammad Nasiri zarandi**

, Mansour Nasiri?

1. Corresponding Author, Department of Philosophy of Religion, Faculty of Theology, Farabi Campus, University

of Tehran,

Qom, Iran. E-mail: soltansal10@gmail.com
2. Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Theology, Farabi Campus, Universityiof TehrangQom, Iran. E-mail:

nasirimansour@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT p

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received: 2026 May 26

Revised: 2026 July 26
Accepted: 2026 September 11
Published online:

Keywords:

The Evidential Problem of Evil,
Abductive Argument,

Skeptical Theism,

Elliott Sober,

N

This article examines the abductive:aggument,from evil—an inference that,
on the basis of available evidence, ass&ses the nonexistence of an
omnipotent, ygmniscient, and omnibenevolent (all-PKG) God as more
probable. Elliott Sober, inthis critique of skeptical theism (offered as a
response to the problém, of €vil), advances four major objections: the
entailment of skeptical theism to moral skepticism; its inconsistency with
the intelligent design argument; the falSity of the claim that the problem of
evil is committedgo an unacceptable assumption; and skeptical theism’s
relianceyon the Surprise, Principle. The authors argue that none of these
objectionsiiis compelling: the skeptical theist does not deny moral
knowledge, nor deem knowledge of God impossible; rather, he underscores
human limitations in apprehending divine wisdom. Furthermore, the view
involves no\practical contradiction, and applying the Surprise Principle in
thisycontéxt is inappropriate. Finally, the article concludes that although
Sober does not deem the existence of God unacceptable, he retreats from
affirming an all-PKG conception of God and urges refraining from
adjudicating divine attributes—a stance echoed in certain theological
traditions, including apophatic (negative) theology, process theology, and
theistic agnosticism.
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