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The argument from design has long been one of the most significant proofs for the
existence of God in natural theology .However ,the dominance of William Paley’s
analogical formulation in the eighteenth andynineteenth centuries reduced this
argument to an inductive and probabilisticyinference ,rendering it vulnerable to the
critiques of Hume and Darwin .Employing a,descriptive=analytical method and a
comparative approach ,the present study, examines ‘two |\cofivergent efforts to
rehabilitate this argument :Edward Feser’s interpretation of Aquinas’s Fifth Way
within the Neo-Thomist tradition ,and Morteza Motahharits formulation within the
tradition of Islamic philosophy. The findings indicate that both thinkers identify a
common deficiency—namely, the reduction“of the argument to analogy and its
structural complexity—and propose a similar solution: a return to intrinsic teleclogy
as the metaphysical foundation of the argument. Despite their shared general premise,
differences emerge in the argumentative trajectory and the scope of the conclusion.
Feser, through an analysis'ef essentially ordered causal series, arrives at Pure Actuality,
which entails the divine attributes of perfection, whereas Motahhari, drawing on the
principle of mirrorhood (mir’atiyya)tand the argument from guidance, focuses on
establishing the existence of'a Wise Designer. Ultimately, this study demonstrates that
both reformulations relocate the'core of the debate from biology to ontology, thereby
elevating the argument from design from an empirical probabilistic inference to a
rationally certain demonstration.
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