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Abstract

Theism and atheism, the two opposing sides over the course of human history, are
responses to the origin of universe and existence. Copious discussions have been
made about their discourse, arguments, evidences, and requirements. One of the
criticisms of atheists against theists is that the existence of God and His acceptance
through the attributes expressed by religions is a self-contradictory issue that will
not be accepted if it is perceived correctly. Michael Martin, the contemporary
philosopher and atheist, takes attributes such as absolute Knower or absolute
Goodness as the reason for the contradiction and denial of the existence of God, and
has tried to rationalize atheism this way. Adopting a descriptive-analytical research
method, this paper aims to critically examine Martin’s view in this regard and show
the weaknesses of limiting the world of being to matter and materiality and likening
God to human in the acquisition of knowledge, as God’s presential knowledge
(which is the highest level of knowledge) makes Him needless to the human types of
knowledge. Martin’s mistake lies in his human-like view to God and his lack of true
understanding of the absolute Knower; that is, he should have not addressed the
divine knowledge based on a non-philosophical classification of knowledge.

Keywords: atheism, philosophical atheism, Michael Martin, self-contradictory.

*Corresponding Author: garehbaghi@chmail.ir



Ve )L@. Al S)Lwi N4 3)_5.) 4&}4.3.«\,.1..9
(st JEe) ) =Y Slowis

S oo JSabo b 58 13 (09 LaBliEes g5 Jubo Wi
Sl 5 yw ) gino

LA YL ® .
‘_;ngdjbmc,,‘ Fhe g
Ol ! ‘r'; (o) s rhl J.i.a}};‘,u.ijyi d 30 (5 5S> G eeiils N
L}‘ﬁl u’)',@j L‘-é‘?b\?b MW AK—:J".) g-\..::)‘ wu)ls Al
01l pd (o)) e plol UL TP PV I W P WL

QLT Gy fsb 8 /AAN il )

daS>

duu‘“»—x.dw>ﬁ)}_é~*tiﬁ‘\f@% 03 s 00 Ok B 5o alan 4 s bl 5 (65l
S ol ol Olsllst  laesT Sl 1 (Sl 0 T 310 5 dalpd sl QLasiS o gt 3 S5 3
oy 5 3mls oy 53 5 035m0 GABLR3 5 (5 al (23 o Ol OL3l 53 oS Glho b 0T U g 5 L1032
035 e ;o 5 0350 Gllas WMo O Slhs ol eae a5 dodks (ol ISGLe Al dal g b
Dldsh das ol Jsdne Goyb ol 51 sbel B cadl 03 S a5 anidls 14 555 SIS 5 28l o 1
393,505 ol Glacias 03l 0Ll 5 il JldS cpl ol w5 3do s i do s g, L ol
Jb—}wlcﬁg{nﬁsgw;H}JOM‘QL}.J}&@}%W}GJL&QMVJLQL;.\«J'.JJ}JN
ool gLt IS e 5L g ke s gl 51 s o e A5 e o VL oS st (g sl e ST
g@;!@dﬁﬁ;wﬁpgﬁuéuw\mrjuﬂwﬁwr,\;}gju.xsa_.uuf;wumi:

.¢>'1>J.4546€11VJ.93J\U>Q}LA§

SIS 08504

ool Kb oy I e (llae e Gllae ot 2Blaes ot alls sl

garehbaghi@chmail.ir J st by g5 3



VEY Sl ) 5lats VA byg0 oo aads B Y

doddo .Y

s Sl odiv oo b s e nd b s eolpen b b s
OF i 5 3l s o 53 1y (sl (ol oy a2 S
ien 45 (55U JUS 3 a8 il pl il G BB cpl o3 ansl ety e
Cl_é.s ol 5l s .l_}.:)ﬂu_» Olpe amy sladdl 5 1 550 51 ew Glode canals (5 5 o
G s LSSl 5 8 ade s Ll Gl O Sedamy 5 0l ;A8 L L5 S s
Bl it glansslinns L 5 e S b5 4 S 0w s s 50
O I N U P | P sv] [P VIR P X WU R e P IPOJON OO
5 Opden sl OF slaast L o ;S 5 ool 03,5 1y (i Slagduazas Lol
Shedel bl cpl ol sley e 5 e 51 AU s3ldl ke sldl el ads sl
V_prjgjba;'-l_;uw.lpsw\ sl el ede 53 Lde Ol ke
Lol s Ll b pyle 5 b iy gl3 8 tle3 S sl 1 sl cpl i
P9 3 g s e Al aS Opde sl OO 5 il adlls s el
Sl 5 pinedd S Tl 1 s sl s a3l s o315 5 Y ol o
w3 SULS Jos sladl il Sy 3 sl 0 g s sla S ki sl el - ae
LaclsS a5 ol > oo 5131 aha 5l e o CanaST 5 odies 35 il ol 43 3l
G5 a8 Cul aands s s osliud gl and g sl Lie 5y (gl Vs
Sl (gl a8 e @ a5 L i sle el 03,8 L 5s 550 55le o KiS0s 11 5
Aol s ssd sk aS s 3 sl b e bl R 5o Ll gl e s
The Improbability of God 0= sLacls oisle 5oenlsl.auS o S5 s ol ol 5
Cus > 1, ...s The Case Against Christianity Atheism: A Philosophical Justification
st 555 SIS0 5 e Walagls e 5 Sl 03,5 5,0 10 525 & 5 sl
R P LRge I WERRIE gt ol;swﬁ&;)u..usc,ha w5 o3 e )
335 e 4SS sl DLl el 5l (SO e ol s s S e Ol



Y ol (g5l Jsbine Sz i yle JSolo (Lo jo 103 og asliesgs Jus o

w3 s S1 Ol Sl Mites (g el st 355 40 3l O34 aBlizes = O
ol 035 aBle 3y ap il andls dpled o OF (6l oS Slio 5 10 p gde Sl
5 mede glalas o Il o S a8 ia s Lo ool e st
Slael Ol U a s s Jedoed 331 ol lalede a5 sl (555 00« a KL
s yaseia OUT gsles
s il Glels (laand b g Ol a5 5 S LA b b o Loy i 55050
sl ko 5 oLl cilisie SV 5 LalsS 3y (S Ol pll s (S sl
d el ae e 51 e oy Dlie 55 e BIL BT ke ey
sles ol s e Ol o8 Ulis 53 asS Jsw Jlds 65?,«@1;81)
Ao doasme SUST oo @ SLbLL e o oS3 51 0T A8 5 gl Glae (e
A8 g e e s Jale dgr s bt 5 G Aris 5 s Dl s ols,
s L Lol cilantls alie Cllas 4 (3o (e pgio 55L55 S oS s
Sl il Al pdsle Ul ab 4 a5 glazd § (b S Oy OB b g &S
sl 5 Ol oMl oy 4 Glo ST 53 45 S o Sl |y Sos 00 ool 5 A
53 4 sete DLl 4 a5 L aS ol Gl ol Al 5,555 50 a6
up:\;ﬁ6@(,1;4{&;}“&;,La;jw)ﬁgd@u:u.au@&);«gm@&

.3)".3)9: ) Lgl.buhgﬂ J:?)Lo cKJi>Jcl>=3_5uc.pjij§‘mL>uLS Uj"j)l‘f-ﬁ

oyl 85D e Y

&b};‘\.b'-Q>ﬁ>ﬁy45M>thJA;§£;aW;L>J|QL&éUA}|J§3Ql};:«‘u.cgjb
Voo . P -

o= o=l s cmul Ja3lne s e (g el iy 4D (ole e 03,0 )5 3

el osjscjbvolﬁjal{b s oB s (55 AL anils 3y Ll el (535 50

1. self-contradictory
2. Informal and formal
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