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The relationship between God and the world, or in other words, the relationship between
the infinite and the finite, is the most central concept in Renaissance philosophy and
occupied the minds of the thinkers of that period. The origai;?of this iss

back to the efforts of philosophers and theologians to explaid the relatio
God and creation in the Bible. Nicholas Cusanus is one of the thi

"other" and "the
same". In this article, an attempt has been made to first on the relationship
between God and the world in philosophy, and then the spectahview of Cusanus and the
concepts related to it, concepts such as folding and i
of opposites, will be examined. The roots of this t king will be discussed in the
thought of Pseud-Dionysus and Meister Eckhart.SHere it will be shown that Cusanus,
considering a new type of metaphysics, i.e. metaphysics of oneness, and abandoning the
traditional Aristotelian metaphysics, i.e. ntial metaphysics, and according to the
interpretations of Meister Eckhart , and the Pseud-Dionysus about God, has
neutralized the duality of other-same a eatéll the ground for the emergence of an
immanent philosophy.
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Non-Other:

God in the philosophy of Nicholas Cusanus

Abstract

The relationship between God and the world, or in other words, the relationship between the
infinite and the finite, is the most central concept in Renaissance philosophy and occupi
minds of the thinkers of that period. The origins of this issue, in turn, go bagk to the e
philosophers and theologians to explain the relationship between God and creati Bible.

problem and by introducing the concept of "non-other" as a new concep 1 infinity, he
added a new side to the duality of "other" and "the same". In this tempt has been
made to first give a report on the relationship between God and th
then the special view of Cusanus and the concepts related to it, concepts such as folding and
unfolding, non-otherness, coincidence of opposites, will be examined. The roots of this type of

be shown that Cusanus, considering a new type of metap s, file. metaphysics of oneness,
and abandoning the traditional Aristotelian meta i i.e.%tential metaphysics, and
according to the interpretations of Meister Eckhart about creation, and the Pseud-Dionysus
about God, has neutralized the duality of other-sa nfreated the ground for the emergence
of an immanent philosophy. |

Key Words g

Nicholas Cusanus; non-otherFold; Mgister Eckhart; Pseud-Dionysus.
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OV T Amlid BanSy 3o S5 548 jae pasd 3 i (il 50508 Y 3 Ll M 3 g 5 e S 08Y (L) 2

_MJJS;}:; ‘«Oi» ira 4 ¢ g3 4 o LIl ) dlle s M s

7

2
2

definitio 8

Abs te igitur in primis quaerd: quid est quod nos apprime
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oratio
3 ratio 2
3 oratio seu ratio est definitio * |
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auxilium meum a Domino qui
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3 definit > 6
3 Nicholaus: Rete r@on : nAm oratio seu ratio est definitio. sed unde dicitur definition? Ferdinandus:
a definiendo, quia omnla it. Nicholaus: bene sane! si igitur omnia definit definitio, et ipsam igitur
deﬁmt" Ferdinandusy e, cum nihil excludat.
3 video equi qoumoth ‘non aliud’ est non aliud quam non aliud. et hoc negabit nemo.
Nicholaus: veru

principi
primub
absolut

principatum
ratio essendi
cum cuncti primum principidm Deum appellent videris tu quidem ipsum per li ‘non aliud’ sifnificari.
primum enim ipsum fateri opertet, qoud et se ipsum et omnia definit; nam cum primo non sit prius,
sitque an omnibus posterioribus absolutum, utique non nisi per semetipsum definitur. principatum vero
cum a se nihil, sed, qiudquid est, habeat a pricipio, profecto principium est ratio essendi eius seu definitio
4 principium 5

principatum
principium essendi
pricipium cognoscendi
scandimus
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5 quia per sensibilia scandimu$ ad intelligibilia
5 in lucis aenigmate !

5 sensibilia 2

5 intelligibilia 3

5 nominabile 4

5

dicunt theology Deum nobis®in lucis aenigmate clarius relucere, quia per sensibilia scandimus ad
intelligibilia. lusx profecto ipsa, quae Deus, ante aliam est lucem qualitercumque nominabilem et ante
aliud simpliciter. id vero, qoud ante aliud videtur non est aliud. Lux igitur illa, cum sit ipsum ‘non
aliud’ et non lux nominabilis, in sensibili lucet lumine

5 Actus purus essendi 6

5 universum 7

5 immensus, non est nec in sofe nec in luna, licet in illis sit id, quod sunt, absolute@ita uni non
est in sole nec in luna, sed in ipsis est id, quod sunt, contracte. Et quia qU.lddl non est
aliud a quidditate absoluta lunae - quoniam est ipse Deus, qui est entitas et omnium,
- et quidditas contracta solis est alia a quidditate contracta lunae - quia, ut quiddi a rei non est

quae aliter est in sole contracta et aliter in luna, hinc identitas universi es i ate sicut unitas in
pluralitate. Unde universum, licet non sit nec sol nec luna, est tamen in
autem non est in sole sol et in luna luna, sed id, quod est sol et luna, sine pluralitate et diversitate. Uni-
versum dicit universalitatem, hoc est unitatem plurium; propter hocgsicut humanitas non est nec Socrates

De Docta Ignorantia 9

unitas in pluralitate
Deus igitur per ‘non aliud’ significatus essendi et cognl
nam cum omne, qoud qiuderh est, sit non aliud quam idi
alio’ igitur habet. non igitur au test aut cognoscitur ess
est eius causa, adaequatissima ratio sivggdefinition, quae
finis per mentem quaesita

omnibus pricipium est
'm, hoc utique non habet aliunde; a ‘non

qg est, nisi per ‘non aliud’, quae qiudem
s¢ priorter offert, quia pricipium, medium et

(o - NN

Ligne maxima I
rectitude infinie I
explicatio 5
complicatio 6

coincidentia oppositorum 7

sed ante omnia ? et istud®st, quod per oppositorum coincidentiam annis multis quaesivi, ut
ibelli multi, quos : culatione conscripsi, ostendunt
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0 Thvtwv émékeva 7

gig TOV yvoov Th¢ dyvwoibig elod0vel
obte éavtod obte étépov ?

‘Deus enim unus est’, unum’est. In uno autem non est maius aut minus.
uno« est, ut supra dictum est
' li unum
' Est igitur sciendum quod li inum idem est quod indistinctdm. Omnia e iggincta sunt duo vel
plura, indistincta vero omnia sunt unum. Rursus de natura dei est indistin quia infinitus, tum
quia non determinatus ad terminos et limites alicuius generum sive entiunl. De natura vero creati est
esse determinatum et limita tum hoc ipso quod creatum est, infra cimo: ‘omnia in mensura et
numero et pondere disposuisti’.
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AR Gl (e gl D) e 2 b G
Ex his duobus formo duas ritiones novas ad prob
unius. Primo sic: »unum est in quo nullus numerus est«. autem nullus numerus est, ut hic ait
Macrobius. Et est ratio: numerus enim @sus est. Casus aufem deo non competit, cum sit primus, et
iterum cum ipse sit esse. Ergo deus cundo sigyunum et multitudo opponuntur. Sed in deo
non est numerus, ut supra dictum i
esse. Igitur deus unus est.
! in se fervens
! in se ipsum liquescens
' bulliens

o o o

0 1

Gl An 55 0 A5G ol g A sl 0 T
Y cqopid®ih se est (slixe 4 allia ol 3
u\)\gaﬁjsﬁaﬁc‘)&g_’l\slﬁﬁ@uag.\p

! , sapientiam, esse unum ex natura

N 'y g . ; &V o0 T Coom MV o8 Ol 4 Sl (slo il A
exseritionem ¥
Tertio notandum quo
negativo ab ipso dedyi

1
1

etitio, quod bis ait: sum qui sim, puritatem affirmationis excluso omni
cat; rursus ipsius esse quandam in se ipsum et super se ipsum reflexivam

conversione ipso mansionem sive fixionem; adhuc autem quandam bullitionem sive
parturitionem sui se fervens et in se ipso et in se ipsum liquescens et bulliens, lux in luce et in lucem
se toto se enetrans, et se toto super (p. 22) se totum conversum et reflexum undique, secundum

illud sap :»monas monadem gignit — vel genuit — et in se ipsum reflexit amorem — sive ardorem«.
Propter ho€”loh. 1 dicitur: ‘in ipso vita erat’. Vita enim quandam dicit exseritionem, qua res in se ipsa
intumescens se profundit primo in se toto, quodlibet sui in quodlibet sui, antequam effundat et ebulliat
extra.
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